
Jetavana  

On April 14, 2018, IBDSCL members totaled more than 30 people  came 

to The Jetavana. 

Jetavana was one of the most famous of the Buddhist monasteries or 

viharas in India. It was the second vihara donated to Gautama Buddha 



after the Veluvana in Rajgir. Jetavana is located just outside the old 

city of Savatthi.  

Jetavana was the place where the Buddha gave the majority of his 

teachings and discourses, having passed at Jetavana nineteen out of 45 

vassas, more than in any other monastery. 

It is said that after the Migāramātupāsāda, a second vihara erected 

at Pubbarama, close to Savatthi, came into being, the Buddha would 

dwell alternately in Jetavana and Migāramātupāsāda, often spending the 

day in one and the night in the other。 



When the Buddha accepted Anāthapindika's invitation to visit Sāvatthi 

the latter, seeking a suitable place for the Buddha's residence, 

discovered this park belonging to Jetakumāra.  When he asked to be 

allowed to buy it, Jeta's reply was: "Not even if you could cover the 

whole place with money." Anāthapindika said that he would buy it at 

that price, and when Jeta answered that he had had no intention of 

making a bargain, the matter was taken before the Lords of Justice, 

who decided that if the price mentioned were paid, Anāthapindika had 



the right of purchase. Anāthapindika had gold brought down in carts 

and covered Jetavana with pieces laid side by side. The money brought 

in the first journey was found insufficient to cover one small spot near 

the gateway. So Anāthapindika sent his servants back for more, but 

Jeta, inspired by Anāthapindika's earnestness, asked to be allowed to 

give this spot. Anāthapindika agreed and Jeta erected there a gateway, 

with a room over it. Anāthapindika built in the grounds dwelling rooms, 

retiring rooms, store rooms and service halls, halls with fireplaces, 

closets, cloisters, halls for exercise, wells, bathrooms, ponds, open and 

roofed sheds, etc.  

It is said that Anāthapindika paid eighteen crores for the purchase of 

the site, all of which Jeta spent in the construction of the gateway 

gifted by him.  Jeta gave, besides, many valuable trees for timber. 

Anāthapindika himself spent fifty-four crores in connection with the 

purchase of the park and the buildings erected in it. 


